
Changes after 40 years

By Erv Uecker and Ross Walker
(Partners of 52 years)

How  do  you  compress  43 
years  of  experiences  and  memories 
into  a  few  hours?  That’s  what  we 
tried  to  do  on  Saturday,  May 16  at 
LSTC. We traveled from our home in 
Milwaukee for the day. This was the 
first trip back since graduation day in 
June  1969.  Returning  to  the  unique 
building  was  a  surreal  experience. 
Although it hadn’t changed too much, 
except  for  the  chapel  and  the 
McCormick addition,  it  was  hard  to 
believe that we walked those halls for 
three years. 

All  of  the  five  other 
classmates  who  returned  were 
recognizable,  although  we  have  all 
changed  considerably  in  40  years. 
Since  Erv  was  a  commuter  student, 
we  didn’t  get  in  on  all  of  the 
socialization  and  relationships  that 
were part of campus and housing life. 
In  addition,  Erv,  Bill  Petrillo 
(deceased)  and  Roger  Nelson  were 
the three old men of  the class  –  10 
years or more older than the rest since 
we were second career sem students. 
We were part of three classes – 66/67 
at Maywood; 67-68 at LSTC with the 
merged  Maywood,  Augustana  and 
Central  student  bodies,  and  68-69 
with  the  returning  seniors  from 
internship.

The  reunion  day  was  well 
worth the 250-mile drive. We caught 
up on our lives and ministries, spent 
an  hour  with  President  Jim  Echols, 
visited  over  bountiful  box  lunches 
and  had  an  enlightening  time  with 
Ralph Klein in the rare book room. It 
was  particularly  good  to  meet  the 
spouses who spent the day with us.

At  one  point  or  another 
during the day, all of you who were 
not  with  us  were  mentioned  and 
remembered!   Perhaps we can repeat 
this for the fiftieth anniversary.

October  22,  1967—While  many  of  the  members  of  the  1969 
graduating class were scattered all across the United States in internships,  
the official  dedication of the seminary facility at  1100 E. 55th Street was 
held.  Above, Dr. L. Dale Lund, dean of the faculty, was at the microphone 
during the Rite of Dedication. At the far left is Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, who 
gave  the  dedication  address  in  Rockefeller  Chapel  on  the  University  of  
Chicago Campus.  To the left and slightly in back of Dr. Lund is the Rev.  
Harold Skillrud, chairman of the LSTC board.  To the right of Dr. Lund is  
Stewart W. Herman, seminary president, and at the far right is Dr. Robert  
Marshall, building committee chairman.  The location of LSTC succeeded  
in the goal of immersing Lutheran theological education into the heart of a 
vibrant urban and educational setting.  (Photos above and below provided  
courtesy of LSTC's website.)

On  dedication  day,  the  chapel  had  not  been  completed.   This  
amphitheater design, with seats rising to the south wing's third floor, has  
since been changed with the major renovation creating Augustana Chapel,  
a multi-functional worship area on one level with a three-story-high ceiling.
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